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Response to Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed 02/29/2008. 

2. Applicant's arguments, with respect to claims 1-16 and 19-27, have been considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

3. New claims 29-3 1 have been entered. 

Quotations of U.S. Code Title 35 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the mvention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

5. The claims and only the claims form the metes and bounds of the invention. "Office 
personnel are to give claims their broadest reasonable interpretation in light of the supporting 
disclosure. In re Morris, 127 F.3d 1048, 1054-55, 44 USPQ2d 1023, 1027-28 (Fed. Cir 1997). 
Limitations appearing in the specification but not recited in the claim are not read into the claim. 
In re Prater, 415 F.2d 1393, 1404-05, 162 USPQ541, 550-551 (CCPA 1969)" (MPEP p2100-8, c 
2, I 45-48; p 2100-9, c 1, I 1-4). The Examiner has full latitude to interpret each claim in the 
broadest reasonable sense. The Examiner will reference prior art using terminology familiar to 
one of ordinary skill in the art. Such an approach is broad in concept and can be either explicit or 
implicit in meaning. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. Claims 1-16 and 19-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,177,860 ("Cromer"). 
Regarding claims 1, 8, 26 and 27 

Cromer teaches a method, an apparatus, or a system "for adaptation of an intelligent unit to a 
location in a system, comprising the following steps: associating a configuration device with the 
location, wherein the configuration device is connected to a coupling location for the intelligent 
unit in the system" (e.g. col. 3 lines 44-65 and col. 4 lines 17-22, the computer can adapt to a 
customer location by sending RPID tag information to a host); "and storing data in the 
configuration device, wherein the data is transmitted from the configuration device to a logic 
device that processes the data for configuration of the intelligent unit in the system" (e.g. col. 5 
lines 11-46). 

Regarding claim 2 

Cromer teaches "the method as claimed in claim 1, fiirther comprising the following steps: 
provisioning the intelligent unit with the logic device" (e.g. col. 4 in particularly lines 17-22); 
"coupling the intelligent unit to the system at the coupling location" (e.g. col. 4 lines 4-10); 
"connecting the intelligent unit to the configuration device" (e.g. FIG. 4); "and transmitting the 
data from the configuration device to the logic device" (e.g. col. 3 lines 44-49). 
Regarding claim 3 
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Cromer teaches "the method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: transmitting data from 
the inteihgent unit to the configuration device and storing the data from the intelligent unit in the 
configuration device" (e.g. col. 4 lines 23-32). 
Regarding claim 4 

Cromer teaches "the method as claimed in claim 1, fiirther comprising matching data between 
the intelligent unit and the configuration device" (e.g. col. 3 lines 30-43). 
Regarding claim 5 

Cromer teaches "The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the intelligent unit is in a network" 
(e.g. FIG. 2). 
Regarding claim 6 

Cromer teaches "The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the storing and/or the transmitting 
of the data is carried out as a single step, or as a repeatable step" (e.g. col. 3 lines 56-65). 
Regarding claim 7 

Cromer teaches "The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the storing and/or the-transmitting 
of the data performed securely" (e.g. col. 4 lines 1-16). 
Regarding claim 9 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, comprising: an intelligent unit with an 
associated logic device for processing data for configuration of the intelligent unit" (e.g. col. 3 
lines 57-65); "and a configuration device which is associated with a defined application and/or a 
defined location" (e.g. col. 3 lines 30-43), "and is permanently or detachably connected to the 
coupling location of the inteihgent unit" (e.g. col. 3 lines 1-3), "for storage of application-based 
and/or location-based configuration data and/or behavior description data" (e.g. col. 3 lines 56- 
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65), "wherein the intelligent unit and the configuration device can be connected to one another in 
such a way that data can be transmitted at least from the configuration device to the logic device 
for adaptation of the intelligent unit to the application and/or the location" (e.g. col. 4 lines 1-16). 
Regarding claim 10 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, comprising: a configuration device, which 
can be associated with a defined application and/or a defined location of an intelligent unit and 
can be permanently or detachably connected to the coupling location of the intelligent unit" (e.g. 
col. 3 lines 1-3 and lines 30-43), "for storage of application-based and/or location-based 
configuration data and/or behavior description data" (e.g. col. 3 lines 56-65), "wherein the 
configuration device can be connected to a logic device for processing of data for configuration 
of an intelligent unit in such a way that data can be transmitted at least from the configuration 
device to the logic device" (e.g. col. 4 lines 1-16). 
Regarding claim 11 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, comprising: an intelligent unit with an 
associated logic device for processing of data for configuration of the intelUgent unit" (e.g. col. 3 
lines 57-65), "wherein the intelligent unit can be connected to a configuration device, which is 
associated with a defined application and/or a defined location of the intelligent unit and is 
permanently or detachably connected to the coupling location of the intelligent unit" (e.g. col. 3 
lines 1-3 and lines 30-43), for storage of application-based and/or location-based configuration 
data and/or behavior description data" (e.g. col. 3 lines 56-65), "in such a way that data can be 
transmitted at least fi-om the configuration device to the logic device for adaptation of the 
intelligent unit to the application and/or the location" (e.g. col. 4 lines 1-16). 
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Regarding claim 12 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, further comprising: the intelligent unit 
being within a network" (e.g. FIG. 2). 
Regarding claim 13 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, further comprising: the intelligent unit 
having a system component" (e.g. FIG. 2). 
Regarding claim 14 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, further comprising: the application-based 
and/or location-based data comprising an address, a component identification, configuration data 
and/or data for configuration" (e.g. col. 4 lines 1-16). 
Regarding claim 15 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, further comprising: the logic device which 
is associated with the intelligent unit being designed for data transmission to the configuration 
device" (e.g. col. 3 lines 44-49). 
Regarding claim 16 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, further comprising: the configuration 
device being designed to receive and store data from the logic device which is associated with 
the inteUigent unit" (e.g. col. 5 lines 37-50). 
Regarding claim 19 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, further comprising: the configuration 
device being associated with a connecting device, which is arranged at the coupling location of 
the intelligent unit, for connection of the intelligent unit" (e.g. col. 2 line 57 to col. 3 line 3). 
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Regarding claim 20 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, further comprising: the configuration 
device being designed for storage, reading and/or processing of further data" (e.g. col. 4 lines 1- 
16). 

Regarding claim 21 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, further comprising: the data of the 
configuration device being variable, readable and/or processable by remote control and/or 
externally" (e.g. col. 5 lines 37-46). 
Regarding claim 22 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, further comprising: the configuration 
device and the intelligent unit having complementary means for provision of a unidirectional 
and/or bidirectional data transmission connection, in particular using screw-in and/or plug-in 
connectors, a contact-based , optical and/or a radio connection" (e.g. col. 3 lines 56-65). 
Regarding claim 23 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, further comprising: the configuration 
device being designed as equipment for an automation system" (e.g. FIG. 2 and col. 4 lines 1- 
16). 

Regarding claim 24 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed claim 8, further comprising: the configuration device 
and/or the logic device having hardware and/or software elements" (e.g. col. 3 lines 1 1-30). 
Regarding claim 25 
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Cromer teaches "The apparatus as claimed in claim 8, further comprising: the logic device which 
is associated with the configuration device being part of the configuration device or part of a 
further device which can be connected to the configuration device, in particular a central control 
device" (e.g. col. 3 lines 56-65). 
Regarding claim 28 

Cromer teaches "The system as claimed in claim 27, wherein the system is adapted for operation 
of an automation system" (e.g. col. 2 lines 10-19). 
Regarding claim 29 

Cromer teaches "The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the configuration device is part of a 
permanent wiring to which the intelligent unit can be coupled" (e.g. col. 3 lines 50-55). 
Regarding claim 30 

Cromer teaches "The method of claim 1, wherein said location is selected from the group 
consisting of an application location, an installation location, and a combination thereof (e.g. 
col. 3 lines 56-65). 
Regarding claim 31 

Cromer teaches "The method of claim 1, wherein said data is selected from the group consisting 
of application-based configuration data, location-based configuration data, behavior description 
data, and a combination thereof (e.g. col. 3 lines 30-39). 
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Response to Arguments 

In the remark, applicant's argue that cited reference fails to teach: 

I) "associating a configuration device with the location, wherein the configuration device is 
connected to a coupling location for the intelligent unit in the system" as to claim 1 . 

II) Prior art Cromer et al. (USPT 6,177,860) discloses the computer can adapt to a customer 
location by sending RFID tag information to a host as described in column 3 lines 44-65 and 
column 4 lines 17-22. As the computer arrives at a location, the server can polls the computer by 
MAC address and wakes up the computer for configuration and pre-loading. The computer than 
send the RFID tag information back to the server so that the server can response by sending back 
software configuration data to adapt the computer to the particular location. Thus, the limitations 
are met by the cited reference. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Thomas Pham; whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3689, Monday - Friday from 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM EST. 

Any response to this office action should be mailed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria VA 22313-1450. Responses may also be faxed to the official fax 
number (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Elecfronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Tliomas Pliam 

/Thomas K Pham/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2121 

May 27, 2008 



